Helping our children and making a commitment to
them for as long as they need one is a big commitment.

But our Rids deserve no less from you or our
community.

Our Rids are very special young people. Some of
them are older and some have brothers and sisters. They
have strengths and weaknesses, needs and vulnerabilities
just like all Rids do. What they need right now is a parent
like you who can help meet their needs and take care of
their problems.

Thank you for taking the next step.

1. Call us at 329-5340

When you call us, you will be asked a few questions about yourself, your family, and your interest in fostering or
adopting our children. We can also answer your questions as well.

After you call to tell us you are interested, we will send you a packet of information about Lorain County
Children Services, the children we serve and the importance of fostering.

3. Come to pre-service training.

The pre-service training is an opportunity to learn more about the specific issues related to foster parenting.
Pre-Service training is required to be a licensed foter parent or certified adoptive parent.

4. Complete a Family Assessment with our social worker.

Our staff will guide you through an assessment process designed to help us, and you, learn as much about
each other as possible. The Family Assessment is the document submitted to the Ohio Department of Human Ser-
vices in order to receive your license to foster.

Hey, our kids are special, and our prospective foster families must be special too. To be considered as an LCCS foster
parent, you should know the following:

e We do thorough background checks. Please let us know if you or any member of your home have had any involvement with
the police or other legal issues.

e If you have any medical issues please let us know. You may need to get medical clearance from your doctor in order to be-
come a foster parent.

e All members of your home over age 14 must pass a pre-service drug screen.

e You must have a source of income sufficient to take care of your current family.
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