SHARED VISION FOR CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND THE COMMUNITY


At the 1996 Children's Summit sponsored by LCCS, a vision for children, families, and the community was developed that brings focus to our work and to the community's expectations.

Children will:
· Have an opportunity to be children and grow up in a permanent family that is safe, supportive, and committed to their welfare and well-being.

· Have their basic needs for food, clothing, shelter, health care, education, and spiritual nurturing met;

· Be loved, valued and respected;

· Have a strong sense of self-worth and personal esteem;

· Have the opportunity to develop to their fullest potential;

· Be responsible and contributing members of the community;

· Have respect for the community's standards and laws.

Families will
· Responsibly and pro-actively care for their children;

· Convey strong values, a clear sense of responsibility, and realistic expectations to their children;

· Respect and be respected for their cultural, ethnic, and economic diversity;

· View themselves and be viewed as the basic foundation of the community;

· Be violence free, provide positive role models for their children, and have a strong commitment to all their members;

· Have equal access to the full range of community resources and services;

· Have the community’s respect and support;

· Be respectful and supportive of the community.

The community will:
· Value its children and families as its most important resource;

· Invest its spiritual, economic, health care, human, and educational resources in all its families and children;

· Identify and confront injustice;

· Recognize and build on the strengths of all its members;

· Provide opportunities for all its members to participate in and contribute to its success;

· Respect, value, and support the cultural diversity of all its members;

· Pro-actively and collaboratively advocate for and respond to the needs of all its members;

· Eliminate the barriers that prevent children and families from reaching their full potentials.

From this vision, the LCCS Board shaped a future for the agency that is captured in the statement of its mission and commitment to you.
In partnership with the community, the staff, foster parents and volunteers of Lorain County Children Services are committed to the safety and well-being of abused, neglected and dependent children and will provide the highest quality protection, permanency and prevention services for children and families.
